
Following on from Alwyn Lewis’s update in the last Link, 
members of the National Housing Federation were asked 
to vote on voluntarily taking part in the extension to hous-
ing association properties of the Government’s Right to Buy 
scheme. The Hornsey Housing Trust Board, after due con-
sideration, unanimously voted ‘no’ to the proposal. 

A total of 37 housing associations voted against the new 
voluntary proposal, although the overall vote was in favour. 

Greg Gordon, Chair of Hornsey Housing Trust, said: 
“We support the tenant’s right to home ownership, but 

this should not result in the sale of council housing to sub-
sidise any discounts. As a small Housing Association, and 
with the high costs of land in the west of the Borough, the 
Trust is concerned that we will not be able to replace any 
homes that are sold”. 

“The priority should be to support the construction of 
many more council and housing association homes that can 

be let at affordable rents”.
As a result of the Right 

to Buy extension, it is pro-
posed that replacement 
housing is partly funded 
using the receipts from 
councils being forced to 
sell off their most valuable 
properties. 

Since the Right to Buy 
discount was increased 
four years ago for council 
housing, some 32,000 council homes have been sold but 
fewer than 4,000 have been built to replace them.

News of the Trust’s ‘no’ vote was reported by the  
Ham & High newspaper on 8th October. Those on the  
internet can find the article here: http://tinyurl.com/qf9nt3w.

Hornsey Housing Trust votes no  
to voluntary Right to Buy proposal

Greg Gordon 

How you can take part in the Trust’s work
The Tenants Scrutiny Panel (TSP) meets regularly to 
look at key areas of Hornsey Housing Trust’s work and 
to consider improvements. The TSP’s members are all 
tenants from a wide range of backgrounds. Being a TSP 
member provides an exciting opportunity to make a real 
difference to the work of the Trust and the local commu-
nity. TSP members have been involved in:
• The procurement and monitoring of the new repairs 
contractor 
• Agreeing the content of the welcome pack for new 
tenants

• Providing advice on gas servicing (on which we report 
elsewhere in this issue)
• Feedback on the dementia service
• A monitoring sheet for block inspections

Looking ahead, the Tenants Scrutiny Panel will be 
involved in reviewing the Tenants’ Handbook and 
agreeing the format and content of the Annual Report 
to Tenants.

If you are an HHT tenant and interested in joining the 
TSP, please contact Phil Johnson at the Housing Trust. 
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Are you missing out  
on your state pension?

After discovering a resident was not receiving a state pension, 
despite being of pensionable age, one of our Support Services 
Officers assisted them in applying. After a great deal of corre-
spondence, the resident was offered two options for the many 
years’ backdated payments – to add the outstanding amount 
to their weekly pension, or receive a lump sum of £25,000!

This was a happy result, however there may be other res-
idents who are not receiving money to which they are enti-
tled – this is your money by right and you should make sure 
that you claim it. 

Our Housing Support Coordinator, Barbara Moore, and 
Support Services Officers, Sharon Francis, Rexford Godfrey 
and Prerrna Hulman, can give free, confidential, impartial 
advice and support on a whole range of pension and bene-
fits issues. 

If you are concerned that you are missing out on income, 
or worried about your finances, do please contact the Trust as 
soon as possible – we will do all that we can to help.

Hornsey Housing Trust is legally obliged to per-
form an annual safety check on all properties 
with a gas supply, to prevent fires, explosions 
and carbon monoxide poisoning.

Following a Tenants Scrutiny Panel recom-
mendation, our gas safety contractors will, in their annual inspec-
tions, check residents’ own appliances to make sure they are safe. 
Any resident installing a gas appliance, such as a cooker or fire, must 
use a Gas Safe registered engineer. We will verify with the Gas Safe 
Register that the appliance has been installed correctly and does 
not pose a health or safety risk to any resident, their neighbours, 
or properties.

If an appliance is not fitted correctly or a resident cannot prove 
that it was fitted by a Gas Safe registered engineer, our contractor 
will need to isolate it and condemn it for use. 

Make sure you check the Gas Safe engineer’s ID card, which 
states whether they are qualified to do the particular job required. 
To find a local Gas Safe engineer, contact the Gas Safe Register on 
0800 408 5500 or on the internet at www.gassaferegister.co.uk.

Better Gas Safe 
than sorry

We would like to remind residents of our Direct Debit facil-
ity for paying your rent/service charges on a regular basis.  

A Direct Debit means that if your rent/service charges 
alter, we will automatically instruct your bank to change 
the amount paid. We will give you 14 days notice so that 
you can check with us ahead of any changes. 

Using a Direct Debit also means you will not need to 
use a payment card in your local shops to pay your rent/
service charges. 

If you would like to switch to Direct Debit, contact Phil 
Johnson, Housing Services Manager, or Dennis Meredith, 
Housing Assistant.

Note that if you prefer, you can still continue to pay 
rent and service charges by: standing order; bank giro 
pay-in slip (at any bank); cheque; 
or cash (at Hornsey Housing 
Trust’s office).

Direct Debits –  
a reminder

We’re delighted to share the news that, after being wrongfully omitted from  
the state pension scheme, one of our residents has successfully applied for  
their correct entitlement.



This wonderful watercolour of Margaret Hill 
House was painted in 2008 by tenant Judi 
Ania. Judi learnt to draw when she was a child, 
encouraged by her father who supplied her with 
plenty of books from which she copied some 
of the pictures and developed her style. She 
explains: “I sometimes struggled to remember 
what things looked like, so sketching helped 
my memory and my concentration – I enjoyed 
drawing the local birds and wildlife I saw”.

Judi, now in her early forties, learnt technical 
design at school, but she says: “This painting 
used some of that knowledge but I painted it 
‘free-hand’, as I prefer to paint that way”. Paint-
ing also helped her keep her spirits up: “I was 
in the middle of moving and all my things were 
packed up – it was a stressful time. Eugene 
Brown, my then scheme manager, suggested 
I paint some of the Housing Trust properties 
and it was something I really enjoyed and which 
took my mind off things”.

Located in Mayfield Road, Crouch End, the Hornsey Vale Community Centre 
offers activities to keep the body and mind active, including exercise sessions, 
local interest, friendship groups, and much more. 

Activities in  
your community

Current events include:

Coffee Morning
Every Tuesday  
10:30am – 12:30pm

Supportive and  
friendly social  

Active Age Exercise
Every Tuesday 
2:15pm – 3:15pm 

With specialist trainer 
no experience necessary

Guided Group Walk
Every Thursday 
2pm – 4pm

Get fitter and enjoy  
the local surroundings  
in good company.

For more information  
contact Tanya Wright  
on 020 8348 4612  
or on the internet at  
www.hornseyvale.org.

Meditation for Everyone
Every Wednesday 
7:30pm – 9pm

Learn and practice  
relaxation techniques

Over 50s lunch club
First Wednesday of every 
month, 1pm – 3pm
A delicious, homemade two-course 
hot lunch with friends, plus activities and games 
– all for only £4! Booking is recommended.

Margaret Hill House – an Artist’s View



Contact Hornsey Housing Trust
Telephone: 020 8340 6374  
(Office 9am – 5pm weekdays)
Fax: 020 8341 1134
E-mail: admin@hornseyht.co.uk
Web: www.hornseyht.co.uk

Staff
l Alwyn Lewis – Chief Executive

l Jonathan Steinberg – Finance Director

l Phil Johnson – Housing Services Manager

l Carla Ferrarello – Property Services Manager

l Olabisi Durojaiye – Financial Controller

l Vishwanee Ramtale – Management Accountant

l Barbara Moore – Housing Support Coordinator

l Carla Pedwell – Corporate Services Manager

l Timmii Twumasi / Dennis Meredith –  
Housing Assistants

l Titilade Owo-Egbeleke – Administrator and  
Receptionist

Housing Support Officers
l Prerrna Hulman – Abyssinia Court

l Rexford Godfrey – Margaret Hill House/ 
Olive Tree House

l Sharon Francis – Palm Tree Court/Sheba Court

Dementia Support  
at Abyssinia Court

Art from  
adversity Don’t forget we have a 24-hour, 7-days-a-week 

Emergency Repairs service – call  
020 8340 6374 at any time if you have  
an emergency repair to report

Other useful numbers
Haringey Housing and Council Tax benefits
020 8489 2800

Gas leaks (National Grid)  
0800 111 999 (24hours)

Noise nuisance (Haringey Council)
020 8489 1000 (9:00am – 17:00pm)
020 8348 3148 (17.01pm until 08.59am)

Crime stoppers
0800 555 111

Rubbish and recycling (Veolia)
020 8885 7700

Do you sometimes go to a cupboard and forget why? 

Or forget what you had for tea yesterday? There are lots 

of ways we can exercise our brains and make the most 

of our memories. 

To learn more, either for yourself or a friend or relative, 

come and chat with Jackie Hollands, our Support and 

Information Worker, at Abyssinia Court. Telephone Jackie 

on 020 8347 2214 or pop in to make an appointment. 

The Dementia Friendly Café runs from 2pm to 4pm 

every Wednesday. Tenants, people with dementia and 

their carers, socialise over a cup of tea, get help and 

advice, and make new friends. There are different activ-

ities every week, including reminiscence sessions, quiz-

zes and crafts. 

Recent events included a “Wellbeing Workshop” in 

August. Looking ahead, local MP Catherine West is vis-

iting on 11th November, and Stroud Green Police Offi-

cers will be giving safety advice later in the month.

If would like to volunteer at the Dementia Café please 

contact Liz Baker – Group Coordinator on 020 8347 2214 
or email elizabeth.baker@alzheimers.org.uk

Betty Seeley, of Waverley Road and a Tenants’ Scrutiny Panel 
member, was one of many who felt let down by the coach 
company on our somewhat damp summer trip to Theobalds 
Park. We are very sorry it wasn’t a better day, but Betty did use 
the experience to write this lovely poem about HHT staff’s 
efforts to make the best of it…


